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seldom ctoop. Zeus himself, the King of the Immortals, was
perpetually engaged in discreditable love-affairs with mortal
women. Half the heroes of legend were the offspring of such
illicit amours; and when we further consider the character of
Bacchus the Wine-god or Zeus's jealous consort Hera, we are
forced to the conclusion that the influence of such a creed can
scarcely have been for good. In other wrords, the example set
by the Immortals was not such as to encourage men or women
to lead better lives. The most that can be said is that folk re-
frained from offending the gods for fear of the consequences.
It was not until philosophers like Socrates began to call in
question the truth of the old legends and to substitute the idea
of one supreme deity for the belief in many gods that any higher
conception of divine nature became possible.
For ordinary folk, therefore, the main motive of religion was
to enlist the aid or placate the anger of the Unseen Powers.
The Greeks, as St. Paul observed at a much later date, were
extremely superstitious. They believed profoundly in the sig-
nificance of dreams. They were much addicted to the use of
charms; and on his death-bed his attendants are said to have
hung an amulet round the neck of the great Pericles himself.
If any misfortune befell them, their first consideration was to
ask which god they had offended. ' What ill omen did rencounter
as I left my house this morning? cries a character in one of
Aristophanes' plays who finds himself in trouble. Even public
proceedings, as we have seen, were much affected by superstitious
fancies; and the most important issues were often decided upon
no better grounds. Once, when the great Athenian fleet was
ready to set sail for Sicily, it was discovered that during the
night unknown persons had defaced certain sacred images which
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